Volunteering with MSF in the Field
Thank you for your interest in volunteering for the field with Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). MSF recruits medical and non-medical personnel to provide medical care to people in crisis in more than 70 countries worldwide. If selected for our pool of field volunteers, you will join a group of professionals who are delivering lifesaving treatment to many of the most vulnerable people in the world–conflict victims, refugees, internally displaced persons, people living with diseases such as HIV/AIDS and malaria. 

The general criteria for volunteering in the field are: 

 At least 2 years professional experience 

 Availability for a minimum of 6 months (with the exception of surgeons, who may be accepted for shorter missions) 

 Flexibility 

 Cross-cultural living or working experience 

 Language skills are considered a major asset

Below is a list of the personnel that MSF recruits, click on a profession to learn more: 

Medical Personnel
 Physicians 

 Surgeons and Anaesthesiologists 

 Registered Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, and Certified Nurse-Midwives 

 Midwives 

 Mental Health Specialists 

 Laboratory Scientists/Technicians 

 Epidemiologists 

Non-medical Personnel
 Logisticians 

 Water/Sanitation Experts, contractors, mechanics 

 Administrators/Financial Controllers 
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Physicians 

As a doctor working for MSF, you may be responding to an outbreak of cholera or meningitis, treating victims in the aftermath of an armed conflict, or even setting up a treatment program for HIV/AIDS or malaria. The only certainty with an MSF mission is that your clinical skills and resourcefulness will be put to the test in order deliver medical care to populations in countries and regions where the health care infrastructure may have completely fallen apart. As an MSF doctor, you will not be facing this adversity alone, as other MSF team members, both international and national staff, will provide technical back-up, including extensive guidelines and protocols. 
MSF is particularly seeking emergency medicine physicians, general practitioners, family practitioners, internists, pediatricians, obstetricians/gynecologists, and infectious-disease specialists.

Requirements: 

 Valid degree and current license 

 Completion of a residency program 

 Current or recent practical experience 

Assets: 

 Training in tropical medicine and/or infectious disease (especially TB and HIV/AIDS) 

 Minor surgical and obstetrical experience 

 Training skills 

 Ability to work with a diverse group of professionals

Surgeons and Anesthesiologists 

As a surgeon working for MSF you may be part of an emergency team treating war wounded in a conflict zone. Your mission may be to join a team that is providing longer-term surgical care to communities without access to a functioning health-care system. 
Basic diagnostic equipment and facilities needed to run an operating theater may not exist—there may not be even an X-ray machine. 
MSF asks surgeons to leave at very short notice to meet the needs of an emergency that requires your skills. But we do offer surgeons the option of shorter than usual mission (generally lasting from six weeks to three months or more). Responsibilities include general surgery, surgical-needs assessment, and training of local staff. 

Requirements: 

 Valid degree and current license 

 Completed residency in surgery or anaesthesiology 

 Ability to work with limited technical resources 

 Availability on short notice 

 Current or recent practical experience

Registered Nurses and Nurse Practitioners 

As a nurse working for MSF your training and supervising skills will be put to the test. You may be asked to take part in the organizing of a mass vaccination for measles, or triaging an influx of displaced people fleeing conflict. You may be running a program to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV or called upon to initiate a training program for local staff. 

Requirements: 

 Appropriate diploma, degree, and current license 

 Current or recent experience with direct patient care 

 Teaching and training experience 

 Experience with work/travel in the developing world 

Assets: 
 Training in tropical medicine, infectious diseases (TB and HIV/AIDS), or public health 

 Managerial and supervisory experience

Midwives 

As a midwife volunteering with MSF your experience in both complicated and normal deliveries will be essential. You may be involved in setting up a maternal and child health department in a rural clinic, providing reproductive health care via mobile clinics, or treating patients in an urban hospital. Training skills are crucial as you may be involved in skills development for traditional birth attendants, but at the same time you will need to listen to the women you treat in order to understand cross-cultural issues surrounding childbirth. 

Requirements: 

 Appropriate degree and/or certificate for midwifery 

 Managerial and supervisory experience 

 Ability to train and coach other health workers 

 Experience with family planning; mother-child health 

 Current or recent clinical experience

Mental Health Specialists 
As a psychologist volunteering for MSF, you may be working with people suffering from post-traumatic stress in a conflict situation, like in the Palestinian Territories. MSF is increasing its mental health programs, including in existing medical programs for people living with HIV/AIDS. You may be asked to train local mental-health workers. 

Requirements: 

 Formal education and experience in one of the following areas: clinical psychology, psychotherapy, social work, or psychiatric nursing 

 Experience in either post-traumatic stress disorder or trauma and related areas 

Assets: 
 Experience in community-based mental-health programs 

 Experience in brief therapy or short-term therapy 

 Train-the-trainer education and experience 

 Experience with adults and children 

 Managerial and supervisory experience

Laboratory Scientists/Technicians 

Laboratory scientists and technicians are at the heart of MSF's work with infectious diseases. Whether you’re managing a laboratory to test tuberculosis, introducing quality control to an HIV laboratory, or testing people for sleeping sickness in an outdoor mobile clinic, your expertise is invaluable to MSF's work. 

Requirements: 

 Degree or diploma in laboratory technology or degree in microbiology with applied medical parapsychology and bacteriology 

 Experience with sample-taking (blood, stool, sputum) 

 Knowledge of laboratory testing quality-control methods 

 Managerial, training, and supervisory experience 

Assets: 
 Knowledge of epidemiology and tropical disease 

 Experience using laboratory software packages and carrying out surveys

Epidemiologists 

Requirements: 

 Degree or masters in epidemiology or MPH with epidemiological focus 

 Proven practical skills in design, implementation, and evaluation of surveys, and in quantitative/qualitative research methods 

 Knowledge and ability necessary to launch surveillances systems, training, contingency planning for campaigns, other epidemic, and nutritional interventions 

 Experience with relevant software packages 

Assets: 

 Familiarity with tropical/infectious diseases

NON MEDICAL POSITIONS

Logisticians 

As a logistician you will provide support to MSF's medical programs. Logisticians coordinate the purchase and transportation of supplies, both locally and internationally; oversee transportation and communications equipment use and maintenance; and supervise local non-medical staff. If there is a cholera outbreak you may play a major role in setting up the crucial water, sanitation, and patient isolation needs for the treatment unit. Your duties include frequent interaction with local authorities and organizations. In some cases, the positions of logistician and administrator are combined. 

Requirements: 

 Technical skills and experience in some of the following areas: 

· Pump and generator maintenance 

· Simple water and sanitation systems 

· Construction 

· Vehicle mechanics 

· Radio and communications equipment 

· Computer equipment 

· Basic bookkeeping 

· Supply management 

· Experience as a manager, foreman, or team leader

Assets: 
 Previous experience working in remote parts of the world
 Excellent communication skills

Water/Sanitation Logisticians 

Water and sanitation specialists and construction and building professionals are responsible for the design and management of water and sanitation or construction projects. They must have formal training or extensive work experience in their areas of specialty. 

Requirements: 

· Previous experience working in remote parts of the world 

· Excellent communication skills 

Administrators/Financial Controllers 

As an administrator/financial controller for MSF you will be responsible for project bookkeeping, budget control, financial reporting, and human resources management for international volunteers and local staff. Your skills in cross cultural human resources management and communications will help you ensure that the teams and the programs run efficiently. As an administrator/financial controller you will most likely be working from the capital city of the country where programs are based, although you may go regularly to make visits to the projects in the field. 

Requirements: 

 Minimum one-year commitment 

 Experience with: accounting, budgeting and financial planning, financial control, financial reporting 

 Experience with human resources management 

Assets: 

 Previous experience working in remote parts of the world. 
 Excellent communication skills

Professions MSF Does Not Currently Recruit: 

Acupuncturist Aroma therapists
Body Workers
Chiropractors
Dentists
Dieticians
Electrologists
EMTs
Licensed Practical Nurses
Massage Therapists
Naturopaths (ND)
Neurosurgeons 
Occupational Therapists
Ophthalmologists
Orthopedic Surgeons
Paramedics
Physical Therapists
Physician's Assistants
Plastic Surgeons
Podiatrists
Raike Specialists
Radiologists
Reconstructive Surgeons
Veterinarians
Wilderness Medics

